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directed by K. S. RavikumarNeuro-cognitive correlates of insula activation in acute and chronic psychoses. The human insula is involved in a wide range of functions, ranging from experiencing emotion, recognizing facial expressions, and
regulating sensorimotor function, to forming the subjective feeling of self. As a consequence, it is a candidate region for involvement in schizophrenia. We investigated its involvement in the pathophysiology of acute and chronic schizophrenia by

studying the role of the insula in cognitive and emotional processing, as measured by the degree of activation during a behavioral task that was confounded by a concurrent fMRI study of regional cerebral blood flow. Patients with acute
schizophrenia showed less insular activation than healthy subjects during complex tasks that required the integration of cognitive, emotional, and sensorimotor information. Long-term antipsychotic medication attenuated the negative correlation

between insula and dorsolateral frontal activation, and may have normalized the neural responses in insular subregions as well as in the dorsolateral frontal cortex
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